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Brethren, 

I  HAVE  long  wished  to  address 
you  ;  ind  have  long  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  other  engagements  as 
well  as  deterred  by  the  difficulty  of 
addressing  you  as  I  wish.  If  my 
object  were  to  write  for  one  party  ar 
gainst  another,  to  expose  your  er¬ 
rors  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  those 
who  differ  from  you,  I  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  "  the  task  ;  and  I 
have  not  wanted  occasions  for  un? 
tiertaking  it.  But  I  trust  I  have  a 
much  higher  aim.  While  I  wpuld 
candidly  mark  what  I  consider  dan¬ 
gerous  errors  in  your  body,  I  wouKl 
do  this,  not  for  tlic  sake  of  victory 
but  of  truth.  While  I  would  ad¬ 
dress  you  w  ith  all  the  simplicity  of 
reproof,  where  I  think  it  needful,  j 
^ould  rather  win  you  by  conviction, 
than  trium])h  over  you  by  argu¬ 
ment.  Wiiila  I  would  attempt  to 


rectify  your  misconceptions,  and  re. 
move  your  prejudices,  I  would  de¬ 
sire  to  exercise  all  patience  and  ten¬ 
derness,  towards  those  who  labor 
under  them.  While  1  would  bold¬ 
ly  contend  for  the  most  important 
truth,  I  am  anxious  to  be  kept  un¬ 
der  the  blessed  influence  of  that 
truth,  for  wdiich  I  contend. 

To  combine  these  things  is  no  ea«* 
sy  matter  :  it  is  impossible  to  man. 
But  I  look  to  him,  without  whom  I 
can  do  nothing;  beseeching  him  to 
keep  my  spirit  throughout  thisad- 
dress  under  his  gracious  control. 
Brethren,  look  ye  also  to  him,  as 
many  of  you  as  open  these  pages  ; 
that  you  may  read  them  with  can¬ 
dor,  that  you  may  not  be  suffered  to 
shut  your  minds  against  seasonable 
admonition  or  reproof ;  but  may 
examine  for  yoursehes,  and‘‘  prove 
all  things*’— not  by  human  authori¬ 
ty,  but  by  that  divine  w  ord  w  hich  a- 
bideth  for  ever. 

I  HAVE  long  wished  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  brotherly  intercourse^ 
and  free  communication,  with  real 
(Miristiuns  in  your  society.  Such, 
I  am  persuaded,  difter  less  from  re¬ 
al  Christi.ms  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  than  they  are  taught  to  ima¬ 
gine.  I  wish  that  W’c  should  know 
each  otlier,  understand  and  impart 
to  each  other.  The  people  of  God 
are  all  A/**  n*orl»:arishi/i.  and  all  taught 
of  him.  His  w  urk  and  teaching  ar# 
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the  same  in  them  uih  their 

leading  cluiraciers  ;  and  where 
they  seem  to  diiicr,  their  uiiFcrence 
arises  iix)m  the  mix  lure  ot  man’s 
work  and  teaching  with  the  diviiffe: 
Amidst  ali  ti.ar  mixture,  I  can  iVom 
the  heart  join  in  the  apostles  prayer, 

Grace  be  with  aii  them  tliat  love 
our  ^ovd  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  !” 
and  I  rejoice  in  the  appearances, 
uhich  have  ior  some  time  past  in¬ 
dicated  a  more  general  diitiishm  of 
the  truly  catholic  spirit,  expressed;' 
iii  that  prayer.' 

But  sulFer  me  to  remonstrate 
with  you  on  the  opposite  temper  of 
party  spirit*,  which  seems  increas¬ 
ingly  to  prevail  in  your  body.  1  i-e 
^letijodist  Society  in  Ireland  ap¬ 
pears  alarmed  at  the  growing  ul.ion 
of  other  Clirislians  who  have  lately 
been  stirred  up  to  co-operatc  in 
spreading  the  gloriuus  Ci.spel  of 
God  throvigh  the  country;  and  in 
the  magnitude  of  that  one  object 
(in  which  their  hearts  feel  a  coni- 
mon  inJerest)  arc  forgeltirg  l!ic 
subordinate  d'ftcrenccs,  widch  be- 
iore  kept  theni  asunder.  Is  it  bot 
a  party  spiny,  liiat  makes  ilic 
Mell.ouist  Socittv  notonlv  siar.d  v.- 
loof  from  this  hicssed  unicn  but  op¬ 
pose  it  ?  and  tl.at.  in  many  inslaa- 
ces,  by  acts  the  niost  unwaran table, 
and  xnisieprescniatiens  the  mest 
groundlesss  ?  Tixse  whose  exer¬ 
tions  you  oppose  have  no  object,  hut 
to  be  instrumeiits  of  turning  sin¬ 
ners  from  darkness  to  ligiit,  ai.d 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
Is  it  not  a  party  spirit  which  sug¬ 
gests  a  fear,  that  the  metliodist  in¬ 
terest  will  be  injured  by  their  ex- 
erdons  ?  I  know  that  thoric  wl.o 
have  been  most’ violent  in  the  oppo¬ 
sition  of  which  I  speak,  would  as¬ 
sign  various  reasons  why  they  arc 
in  this  doing  God  service.  Jiut  Ji  t 
them  take  liccd  :  Saul  tffought  the 
lvalue  when  he  persecuted  the  early 
CbiioUaus.  I'liey  ou^bl  to  take 


more  pains^  to  examine  into  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  those 
whom  th^y  oppose,  before  they 
represent  them  as  hostile  to  tiit 
true  gospel.  Some  of  your  socie¬ 
ty  who  professed  to  have  lived  ic-' 
years  wiiiiout  sin  in  tbought,  word 
or  deed,  will  sooner  or  later  hed 
that  tiicy  have  been  living  in  that 
most  awful  sin,  of  speaking  all  niar> 
iier  of  evil  falsely  againr,r.  other?, 
\yho — tho*  not  lollowing  with  y  oca- 
are  following  Christ,  and  servinj 
him  in  the  gospel.  Far  am  I  frera 
inlimaling,  liiul  all  of  you  areb 
flucnccd  by  this  spirit.  1  have  inc: 
among  you  individuals,  who  were 
blessedly  delivered  from  it.  I  caj 
on  such  to  oppose  the  growth  of  i 
ia  your  society. 

But  it  is  rot  only  your  cpposiiic 
to  the  present  union  of  Christians  is 
vaiicus  churches,  for  the  pinpcu 
of  advancing  the  interest  of  the  ul:- 
verbal  chuich  of  Christ-^it  is  nc 
only  your  opposilkn  to  this  ihu 
muiks  a  too  general  party  spirit  i: 
tliC  Methodist  Scjciety  ;  ether  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  same  iiuvc  long  exis:- 
cd.  The  principal  ccnccrn  ofira* 
ny  among  you  has  long  appeared  la 
be,  about  the  inci  cr.se  of  ybur  ovut 
body.  Numbers — numbers  to  Ic 

added  to  vour  society — that  ii:;5 
seemed  (l.eir  great  object ;  short  ti 
which  notiiing  saiishes  thrm  ;  ar.d 
'  with  which  and  a  strict  uclheTencc 
to  tliC  discipline  of  i»Ii:TnoDisx. 
they  are,  indeed,  easily  satisfied 
without  any  thing  else.  licnc: 
when  they  deal  with  a  person  un- 
'  dcr  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  r.o 
evidence  of  its  rculhv  can  conttr.l 
llicm  till  he  become  a  iMuTiioDisT. 
Hence  tl;cir  representations  to  him» 
that  he  can  never  be  completely’ 
light,  till  he  Join  in  their  class' 
meetings.  Hern  c  tliclr  iiulustrioL* 
aits  to  blacken  in  his  view'  otI.tr 
Christians,  to  cciinexion  with  whom 
lie  may  stem  disposed,  lltncj^ 
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thcii’  endeavors  to  entanijle  his 
conscience,  by  insinuating^  that  his 
indisposition  to  become  a  Methodist 
arises  troni  worldly  fear  or  shame  . 
from  aversion  to  the  reproach  of  the 
Cross  of  Christ  ;  as  if  that  reproach 
^rcre  exclusively  attaclicd  to  their 
society.  Hence  the  manifestations 
of  uHcctionate  attention  and  solici¬ 
tude  which  are  heaped  upon  him, 
wlule  any  hope  remains  ofaltacliin^ 
liiin  to  their  body.  Hence  the  in- 
diderence  and  uncharitable  surmises 
-whicli  succeed,  as  soon  as  that  hope 
is  done  av*’ay. 


But  the  moment  any  one,  how¬ 
ever  little  acquainted  with  him¬ 
self  or  with  Crocl,  with  the  law 
or  with  the  gospel,  gives  in  his 
name  to  the  society,  lu)vv  easily  arc 
they  salisfied !  Immediately  he  is 
considered  as  in  the  way  to  salva¬ 
tion  ;  and  if  he  only  continue  to 
speak  the  lan^uas^c,  and  observe  the 
fjrmi  of  Metl>odisin,all  is  well. 


Ehethrf.n,  be  more  solicitous 
to  consider,  whether  there  is  not 
too  just  room  for  tliese  observa¬ 
tions,  than  to  refute  tiicni.  I  do  not 
expect  that  mere  panyincn  anion^ 
vou,  while  thev  continue  such,  will 
receive  these  admonitions,  and  I 
can  anticipate  their  answers  ;  hut 
let  others  attend  to  them,  and  be- 
v/are  of  the  evil.  I  desire  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  hut  two  great  parties — 
those  who  through  grace  are  ‘‘on 
the  Loun^s  side*.*’  and  those  who 
arc  of  the  world.  'The  for¬ 
mer  are  scattered  through  vari¬ 
ous  outward  (  hurches,  under  vari¬ 
ous  names  :  but  they  are  ail  one 
body  having  one  I.onI,  one  faith,  one 
hope.  Nothing  hut  blind  bigotry 
suggests  that  tliey  arc  to  be  found 
only  vinder  one  denomination  ;  or 
leads  any  to  act*  as  if  they  thought 
so.  That  bigotry,  blessed  be  (lod, 
h  lessening  among  lively  ('hristians 
•fall  denominations.  Tlicy  arc  daily 


discovering  themselves  to  be  breth¬ 
ren,  and  acting  in  luoihcrly  con¬ 
cert  for  the  advancement  of  that  ono 
cause,  which  alone  will  certainly 
prevail.  Tint  is  not  the  cause  of  a- 
ny  liuman  paity,or  outward  denoni.- 
ination  in  the  cnurch  of  Christ.  It 
is  the  cause  of  Christ’s  kingdom. 
And  shall  you  be  alarmed  by  their 
union,  or  jealous  of  their  exertions  ? 

I  f  ASS  to  another  evil  among  you, 
closely  connected  with  the  former; 
and  that  is  an  idolatrous  attachment 
to  men  and  submission  to  human 
authority,  in  matters  of  religion.  I 
conceive  some  of  you  already  start¬ 
led,  lest  I  should  touch  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  Jl'csteu  or  of  rhtch^r. 
Brethren  to  them  it  is  of  little  con¬ 
sequence  what  you  or  I  think  of 
tlieni.  But  it  is  of  the  utmost  con¬ 
sequence  to  you  to  remember  that 
(Ii\inc  lisle,  “  call  no  man  master  or 
Tather,  upon  earth  :  for  one  is  your 
master,  even  Christ — one  is  j'our 
Kather  which  is  in  Heaven.”  I  do 
ilnnk  that  tiie  Methodist  society  lias 
forgotten  this  rule  ;  and  under  tl.e 
mask  of  following  these  men  as 
they  followed  Christ,  has  set  them 
up  in  the  place  of  Christ  ;  impli¬ 
citly  adopting  their  sentiments,  and 
regulating  its  faith  and  practice  by 

theirs.  The  more  anv  of  vou  are 

^  • 

shocked  or  oflciided  at  this  obser¬ 
vation,  as  derogatory  to  their  char¬ 
acter,  the  more  is  the  justness  of 
the  observation  evinced.  Kven 
though  they  were  less  deeply  er¬ 
roneous  than  I  think  they  w  ere,  yet 
it  would  be  surprising  if  men  wdio 
liad  written  so  much,  and  done  so 
much,  had  not  erivd.  But  will 
Methodists,  in  general,  bear  the  i- 
dca  of  imputing  ei  ror  to  those  men  ? 
Is  it  not  generally  enough  to  imposo 
any  maxim  or  opinion  hd^^u  tb.rm, 
tliat  \Vesley  or  b'ietcher  sai<I  it  ? 
Are  not  tluir  wiitings  treated  by 
you  as  p'aramonnt  to  the  scriptures  ? 
Uit  the  scriptures  you  put  into  ih# 
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hands  of  those,  whom  you  have 
rnadc  or  want  to  make  converts  to 
Methodism?  No,  you  send  them  for 
the  most  part  to  Flctcher^s  Checks  ; 
and  stutF  their  poor  heads  with  bad 
metaphysics  and  worse  divinity,  be¬ 
fore  they  have  rightly  learned  the  first 
principles  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
And  if  they  be  directed  to  the 
Scriptures  at  all,  they  must  read 
them  accompanied  by  Wesley’s 
notes,  for  fear  they  should  imbibe 
from  the  scriptures  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  Methodism.  This  is  the 
way  to  make  raethodists-=— zealous; 
bigotted  rnethodists  ;  but  indeed  it 
is  not  the  way  to  make  simple  and 
devout  Christians.  It  is  the  vvay’to 
inflame  their  minds  against  the  per¬ 
sons,  whom  Mr.  Wesley  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  opposed,  and  to  make  them 
bitter  controversalists  ;  but  it  is  not 
the  way  to  combat  their  natural  pre¬ 
judices  against  the  truths  of  God,  or 
lO  feed  them  with  the  sincere  milk 
of  his  word* 


Ask  yourselves,brethren,how  ma¬ 
ny  of  yourpresentopinions  have  you 
adopted  from  a  serious,  diligent  and 
humble  examination  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  waiting 
on  the  Father  of  Light  for  that  wis¬ 
dom  which  cometh  from  above;  and 
how  many  from  a  rash  submission 
to  the  authority  of  human  teachers  ? 
I  know  so  much  of  this  spirit  a- 
mong  you,  that  I  am  aware  many, 
into  whose  hands  this  address  will 
come,  arc  likely  to  think  me  worse 
than  an  infidel,  for  even  hinting  a 
doubt  of  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Wes- 
ley’s  and  Mr.  Fletcher’s  writings. 
Yes  ;  I  know  that  some  will  not 
endure  the  man,  who  shall  venture 
to  drop  a  hint  derogatory  to  their 
honor  ;  w  hile  they  easily  bear  in 
their  writings,  and  readily  adopt 
from  them  sentiments,  the  most  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  honor  of  God  and 
our  Saviour. 


The  root  of  this  evil  lies  deep  • 
even  in  the  confirmation  of  your  so* 
cicty.  According  to  its  original 
constitution,  none  could  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  it,  but  tliose  who  paid  an  ab. 
solute  suhinUsion  to  Mr.  Wesley’s 
authority  in  matters  great  and 
small^.  He  claimed  and  exercised 
uncontrolled  power  over  his  nume¬ 
rous  societies  ;  and  vindicates  him* 
self  from  the  charge  of  making 
himself  a  Pope,”  and  ‘‘  shackling 
freeborn  Englishmen,’*  by  urging 
that  to  him  the  preachers  had  en¬ 
gaged  themselves,  to  submit  to 
serve  him  as  sons  in  the  Gospel  :** 
that  to  him  the  people  in  general 
would  submit ;  and  that  every 
member  might  leave  him  when  hi 
pleasedt-** 


IIow'  solicitous  Mr.  Wesley  w;*i 
to  attach  this  authority  to  every 
thing  he  w  rote,  is  evinced  even  by 
that  instruction  of  his  assistants  con¬ 
tained  in  his  minutes — to  take 
care  that  every  society  be  duly  sup¬ 
plied  w  ith  books ;  particularly  with 
Kemjiis^  Instructions  for  Children^ 
and  the  Primitive  Physic  :  which 
ought  to  be  in  every  house.  O  ! 
why  is  not  this  regarded  ?”|  It  real¬ 
ly  is  not  to  excite  a  smile,  that  I 
make  such  a  quotation  ;  but,  if  j>os- 
sible,  to  excite  your  attention  to  a 
fact,  melancholy  in  its  consequenc¬ 
es.  I  pretend  not  to  decide  upon 
Mr.  Wesley’s  character  in  the  sight 


•  Give  no  tickets  to  any  that 
wear  Calashesy**  nor  to  any  man 
or  womanj  who  does  not  leave  of 
snuff  and  tokaeco. — Minutes  of  se¬ 
veral  conversations  between  the 
reverend  Mr.  Wesley  and  others. 


London,  printed  by  G.  Paramorn 
1791,  pag.  13,  &  29. 
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of  God.  He  was  actively  laborious 
in  hisiife  ;  and  I  am  informed  was 
most  amiable  in  bis  manneis,  and 
winning  in  bis  address.  That, 
no  doubt,  contributed  to  the  o- 
vergrown  influence  which  he 
possessed.  But  this  I  know,  that  an 
Apostle  would  not  have  attempted 
to  usurp  such  dominion  over  you,  as 
he  established  over  his  societies. 
Nor  has  his  authority  died  with  him. 
His  name  and  liis  writings  still  ena¬ 
ble  persons  much  inferior  to  him  in 
talctits,  to  maintain  that  dominion. 
But  judge  yc,  how  far  a  Christian  is 
warranted  by  scripture,  in  becoming 
a  member  of  any  society,  upon  sucli 
terms  of  absolute  submission  to  the 
authority  of  a  man — even  to  the 
best  and  w  isest  of  men. 

But  Brethren,  besides  your  party 
spirit  and  your  idolatrous  veneration 
of  men,  there  arc  other  evils,  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion.  I.,ooking  at  the  general  as¬ 
pect  of  Methodism,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  Christianity  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  I  see  a  striking  contrast  indeed 
— between  the  obtrusive,  tumultu¬ 
ous  bustle  of  the  one,  and  the  calm 
and  sober,lthough  happy  and  heaven¬ 
ly,  character  of  the  other.  You 
hold,  indeed,  scriptural  and  impor¬ 
tant  phrases  ;  but  in  the  sense  in 
which  you  hold  them  Sc  the  manner 
in  which  you  apply  them(as  a  body) 
they  appear  quite  different  things 
from  w  hat  I  discover  in  the  scrip¬ 
ture.  Faith,  grace,  justification, 
sanctification,  See.  are  terms  in  fre¬ 
quent  use  among  you  ;  but  they 
seem  all  perverted,  and  employed 
to  sanction  a  system  of  human frel- 
strongly  w  rought  on  either  in 
the  wny  of  distressing  terror,  or  joy¬ 
ful  emotion.  These  you  call  rxfieri- 
fnce ;  and  any  man  who  maintains 
the  precariousness  and  insufficiency 
of  these,  you  are  too  ready  to  pro¬ 
nounce  anentipy  to  (xperimcntul  rc- 
ligoh. 


Brethren,  I  hold  as  strongly  as 
any  of  you,  that  all  true  religion  be» 
gins  and  is  carried  on  bj  tiie  powef 
of  God  experienced  in  the  heart ; 
but  I  know  this  is  perfcctiyclistinct 
from  the  natural  agitation  of  tl.e  pas¬ 
sions,  into  wlijcli  It  seems  the  object 
of  the  Mcthociistic  system  to  lash 
j  the  mincis  of  its  members,  1  can 
j  see  no  divine  power  in  tl.e  mechan¬ 
ical  groan,  amt  ife  periodicai  Amen, 
without  which  von  consider  'xur  re- 
ligious  meetings  lifeless.  I  c  an  see 
no  divine  power  in  those  tuiTiiutuo’j* 
assemblies,  which  ha*,  c  at  various 
times  been  encouraged  among  you, 
and  are  now  encouraged,  v  here  two 
or  three,  or  more,  arc  at  the  same 
moment  uttering  pelilions  to  Cod 
with  Stentorian  voices,  and  others 
[  are  going  about  among  the  people 
urging  them  to  cry  out — till  their 
nerves  arc  wrought  upon  to  screech¬ 
ing,  swooning,  and  various  hystcfic- 
al  affections,  which  you  are  taught 
to  consider  as. the  power  cf  God. 
When  attempts  are  made  to  impose 
this  on  the  world  for  religion,  seii- 
ous  Christians  will  be  disposed  to 
weep,  and  the  rest  of  mankind  to 
laugh.  I  know  that  you  do  not  all  take 
a  part  in  these  meetings  to  w  hich  I 
allude  ;  that  they  are  not  universal 
among  you.  But  there  must  be 
some  awful  delusion  on  the  minds 
of  a  society,  which  not  only  tole¬ 
rates,  but  countenances  and  approves 
of  such  practices. 

But  do  I  not  see  the  firinafih  of 
them  sanctioned  by  the  highest  au¬ 
thority  among  you,  in  the  return 
made  by  your  leaders  of  the  specific 
numbers,  who  were  com'inted.,  who 
\\c\c  justified^  who  weve  *anct>Jirdy 
at  the  several  places  at  which  they 
preached  ? — i.  e.  of  the  numbeV 
who,  under-  sudden  feelings  of  ter¬ 
ror,  feelings  of  joy,  or  feelings  of 
what  they  call  holiness,  cried  out  in 
language  corresponding  to  these  in¬ 
stantaneous  impressions.  Indeed; 


» 
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Address^  ijfe. 


Brethren,  there  must  be  a  radical 
jcrror  in  the  system  upon  widen 
«ucli  a  fabric  can  he  built.  .1  re¬ 
strain  myself  from  c:^pressing 
what  I  fear  of  the  men,  who  lead 
you  into  such  a  (piagniirc  of  blas¬ 
phemous  absurdity,  lint  I  cail  on 
you  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  weight 
of  their  names,  or  the  number  of 
their  follo  wers,  from  looking  at  the 

delusion  in  its  naked  deformity. 

« 

Havin'g  mentioned,  in  general, 
wdiat  you  cull  your  lam 

led  to  say  a  few  words  on  those 
meetings  in  which  you  speak  of  this 
experience  with  each  other — your 

and  lovc-ftasta.  I 
think  I  know  sometliing  of  tlic  bles¬ 
sedness  of  free  intercourse  and  un¬ 
reserved  communication  bctvireen 
Christians.  Bat  I  am  persurded 
that  meetings,  conducted  as  yours 
arr,  must  prove  in  many  instances 
liighly  injurious  ;  and  perhaps  they 
are  most  injurious  to  those  who  like 
them  most.  At  them,  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  vour  society  is  weekly  called 
^  #  ••  • 

on  to  declare  the  state  of  his  soul,  in 
the  presence  of  others,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  12  or  20.  The  most  truly 
cxpsricnccd  Christian  is  best  able  to 
say,  how  nice  and  trying  a  matter  it 
is,  to  speak  before  others  of  liim- 
self,  and  of  his  walk  with  God.  It  Is 
not  at  all  times  or  at  any  periodical 
intervals,  tluithe  uill  darelo  attcnipi 
it  ;  and  when  he  docs  sec  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  it  will 
be  with  holy  fear,  whether  he  speaks 
of  !iis  sorro  A  s  or  of  his  joys.  But 
among  you  the  weakest  arc  every 
weel;  put  upon  this  exercise  :  those 
who  have  no  real  experience  in  re¬ 
ligion  at  all,  are  brought  forward  to 
fleclare  their  experienre,  and  drilled 
either  into  hypocrisy  or  self  deceit. 
Tlicv  hear  one  and  another  around 
them  speaking  the  language  of 
coruplaintor  of  rejoicing,  of  distress¬ 
ing  anxiety  or  assured  confidence; 
and  they,  in  their  turn,  retail  the 


gleanings  of  the  phraseology  they 
liavc  heard.  They  utter  perhaps 
the  most  humiliating  complants  ef 
tnemsclves,  and  are  secretly  filled 
with  a  proud  satisfaction  at  the  tlio’t 
pf  having  coinplaiiied  so  well  and 
spoken  so  humbly.  Set  in  motion 
!)y  this  gust  of  self-complacency, 
they  arc  ready  to  receive  tli#  exhor¬ 
tation,  whicii  tlieir  class-leauer 
gives  them,  to  work  out  strenuously 
what  is  wanting  of  their  salvation. 
They  repoi  t  progress  at  the  next 
meeliiig,  fur  whicli  they  have  been 
prciiaring  in  the  ialcrval.  Tiic7 
have  now  to  say  (as  they  liave  lieard 
others  say.)  tr»at  tlicy  arc  thirsting; 
— wrestiing— on  the  stretch— for 
juntijicuiiun.  They  arc  sent  away 
with  encouragement,  perhaps,  to 
win  it  that  night  by  violence  ;  and 
in  all  probability,  by  the  following 
nietting,  they  will  liave  to  declare 
that  tney  have  obtained— -that 
wliich  they  tve  taught  to  call 
Jicatioj: — a  lively  impression  on 
their  minds,  of  some  words  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  as  if  a  voice  from  heaven  told 
tlicm  that  their  sins  were  forgiven. 
The  poor  creature  is  then  rejoiced 
over,  and  rejoices  ov^r  himself,  as 
having  experienced  the  blessing ; 
talks  of  experience  with  delight  ; 
and  mistakes  his  fondness  of  talking 
of  it  for  zeal  and  spiritual  fervor,  lit? 
is  given  to  understand,  that  all  he 
needs  now  is  to  keep  up  thos  feel¬ 
ings,  a’^d  to  go  on  in  the  same  way, 
to  attain  what  is  called  sanctificati'jn. 
He  is  questioned  weekly  as  to  his 
progress,  in  this  effort,  or  perhaps 
is  employed  to  q\iestion  others; 
and  if  he  only  continue  regular  in 
attending  his  class,  and  precise  in 
th.e  observation  of  Methodist  disri- 
jdinc,  no  doubt  is  entcrtaiu.ed  l>y 
luiusclf  or  others  of  Ills  Christiani-  ’ 
ty  ;  while  he  has  only  exchanged, 
perhaps,  the  sins  of  (Irunkcnnss* 
and  swearing,  for  the  sms  of  spiritu¬ 
al  jiride,  cens^riousness,  aiul  hypcc- 
rii»y.  If  he  can  only  deceive 


Addrest^  Ifi'c. 


lelf  then  suttici»ntly  to  imagine  that 
all  sin  is  at  the  same  instant  cxtenr- 
inalcd  from  within  him, the  course  is 
finished  ;  and  his  exficrztnce  held  up 
as  a  pattern  to  all  the  society. 

Let  me  not  be  understood  to 
mean,’  that  cU  run  such  a  course, 
who  talk  of  their  experience  at  your 
class  meetings,  (lod  forbid  !  I 
trust  many  attend  them'  who  are 
honest  and  simple  in  heart  ;  thongli 
such,  1  believe,  arc  often  made  inis- 
erahlc,  by  them,  lint  you  have  a 
very  diftcrent  idea  from  meof  Ihcl.u- 
iniin  Jicartjits  deceit^ulllC^s  and  cor- 
rii  iiion  :  if  you  <!o  not  tliiiik  sucii  a 
course  is  llie  natural  cnnseiiuencc 
of  such  meetings.  Yet  i  am  aware, 
that  tlicsc  meetings  arc  a  favorite 
part  of  your  system  :  and  I  do  not 
v/ouder  at  it  ;  for  they  are  peculiar¬ 
ly  adu[)tcd  to  keep  you  together  as 
ehody.  I  know  to  what  imputa¬ 
tions  tlie  declaration  of  my  ojiinion 
shout  them  will  expose  me.  But  I 
shall  be  thankful,  if  wliat  1  imve  said 
shall  even  excite  any  of  you,  in  at- 
tendingthein,  to  use  more  esution, 
more  secret  jinyer,  more  inward 
Watchfulness,  than  formerly. 

But  tome  of  you  perhaps  arc  rea¬ 
dy  to  say,  ‘  what  right  has  this  man 
to  suppose,  that  any  among  us  walk 
in  sucli  a  self-deceiving  course,  or 
make  such  a  false  profession  of  cx 
pencncc,  a*  he  has  just  now  de¬ 
scribed  1  candidly  own,  that  I 

•  • 

have  met  some  Mcthodinls,  and 
read  orothers,  who  to  my  judgment 
gave  evidence  oT  being  in  various 
stages  of  that  course.  .But  indeed  I 
•ini  not  fond  of  dtcidiPig  on  the  state 
nr  character  of  individuals,  v  here 
there  is  any  room  for  doubt.  But  I 
nuist  add  that  there  is  some  among 
you,  of  whom  I  can  have  no  doubt 
ViVui  they  are  in  the  last  and  most 
^^vful  stage  of  it  :  1  mean  all  those, 
ho  avvnv  that  they  liave  attained 
bat  same  pcrfccliou  in  holiness,  in 


consequence  of  which  they  livo 
wi(/iout  bin  in  thought ^  ivord  or  deed^ 
Aye/' methinks  I  hear  some  ex¬ 
claim,  “  now  what  we  suspected  ap¬ 
pears  :  he  is  a  Calvinist,  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  sin-^n  enemy  to  holi¬ 
ness.*’  Weil,  Brethren  !  as  ono 
said  long  ago,  strike,  but  hear 
me  ;**  so  would  I  say— tl. ink  me 

as  ill  as  you  please, 'but  reject  not 
w  hat  1  offer  witliuul  serious  and  can¬ 
did  examination,  'f'othe  cliarge  of 
being  a  Calvitdbt^  I  sha!!  s:i>  a  few 
words  bv  ancl  Sv.  But  wiiatevcj- 1 
be,  I  l)elicvc  as  firmiy,  and  declare 
as  explicitly,  as  any 
without  doJness  no  man  shall  sco 
the  loiord.’*  but  1  believe  the  nature 
of  that  holiness  is  awiin!>  mistaken 
by  many  meihoclibts,  unu  misrepre¬ 
sented  in  your  systenri  ;  and  while  I 
believe  the  bildc,  I  must  be  ceiiain 
tl'.at  any  mam  who  says  ht  han  no  fin 
is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him  ; 
arid  my  reverence  fertile  divine 
ihority  w  ill  not  allow  me  to  be  de¬ 
terred  from  avowing  th>;t  certainty., 
by  the  names  or  estimation  of  any 
men,  who  have  tcld  that  lie,  or  coun¬ 
tenanced  others  in  tciling  it. 

(T.  le  continued.) 


FRAGMENTS. 

V/hile  Israel  marched  thro*  the 
wilderness,  the  blackest  iriglit  had  a 
pillar  ot  fire,  and  the  brightest  day  a 
pillar  of  cloud.  So,  in  this  world, 
things  never  go  so  well  witli  God's 
Israel,  but  they  have  still  soniothiBg 
to  groan  under  :  nor  so  ill,  but  ilicy 
have  still  some  comfort  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  for.  In  the  church  militant,  as  in 
the  ark  of  old,  there  arc  both  a  ukI 
and  a  jiot  of  manna. 

Dr.  Arro’LVbmith\^  chain  of firinci^ilcf. 

If  w’e  would  well  understvind  the 
scriptures,  wo  must  bestow  pains  in 
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Fratfmen(», .  l^e. 


Conipr-rii’iC  or.c  pan  with  anollier  ; 
for  (l)C  Lordscfjns  (o  have  arranged 
tiicoi  ?.s  c'.cy  are,  porposel>,  to  cx- 
erci>se  cur  diligence,  and  to  (listin- 
puish  tiiosc.  who  value  the  knowl¬ 
edge  ot  the  truth  frotn  such  a&  do 
Hot. 

Scott't  notes  on  the  Bible, 


Sentimental  Scrafia. 

TO  THR  THOUGHTLESS. 

Death,  distress  and  misery  arc 
certnia  to  conic  ;  and  in  the  hour  of 
sor!'ow'«  it  V.  ill  be  a  poor  consolation 
for  the  sufferer,  that  he  has  been  a 
fasliioTia-  le  man,  and  never  thought 
on  these  things. 


abilities,  being  once  in  the  company 
of  a  person  of  weak  intellects,  but  a 
real  Christian,  and  supposing,  no 
doubt,  that  he  should  obtain  an  easy 
triumph,  and  display  his  ungodly 
wit,  put  the  following  question  to 
him  : 

“  I  unde rstnnd.sir,  that  you  expect 
to  go  to  heaven  wlien  you  die  ;  Ca* 
you  tsil  me  what  sc.rt  of  a  place  he*, 
veil  is  ?”  “  Yes.sir.replied  thccln'u, 
tiun,  Heaven  is  a  firefiured  /ilace,Jor 
a  firefiared  people  ;  and  if  your  soul 
is  not  prepared  for  it,  with  all  your 
boasted  w  isdom  you  will  never  cuter 
there.” 

% 

^  For  vain  applause  transgress  not 
scripture  rules  ; 

‘  A  witty  sinner  is  the  worst  of  fools* 


Obvious  truths  can  never  be  the 
objects  of  disquifilion  ;  and  com¬ 
monly  received  maxims  and  opin¬ 
ions  are  {::enerailyy  though  often  ve¬ 
ry  groundlessly,  mistaken  for  obvi¬ 
ous  truths  ;  and  the  mistake  is  the 
more  seldom  discovered, because  the 
possibility  of  mistake  is  very  seldom 
suspected. 


The  human  mind  is  the  most  ex¬ 
panded  by  contemplating  the  char¬ 
acter  of  God,  &  when  guided  re¬ 
velation,  it  treads  on  safe  ground. 


Hrflcction. 

Have  you  a  friend,  in  whom  you 
can  place  implicit  confidence  ?  He 
is  a  Christian.  For  unless  a  person 
is  known  to  act  from  principles  of 
integrity, in  private  as  well  as  public, 
your  confidence  in  him  will  be  limit¬ 
ed.  For  a  proof  of  this  sentiment, 
ask  the  lewd,  unprincipled  man, 
upon  whose  w  ord  he  plaresthe  most 

dependence — whether  his  own  as* 

* 

ciate’s,  or  that  of  ilie  sincere  profes¬ 
sor  of  religion  ? 


The  failure  of  the  last  nuviher  of 
the  Evidence  teas  for  zvant  of paiier. 


The  inf^olence  of  infidelity  silenced^  by 

the  testimony  of  the  truth.  Coyt}>JU}ticA^ioss  for  the  RcH* 

f^ious  and  Moral  Gazette^  free  of 
A  scoffing  infidel  of  considerable  poataicr^  zvill  he  gratefully  rt^cived. 
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